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cadet of the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich,
where he was the contemporary and intimate friend
of Gordon of Khartum and ' Gunner Jingo.' Per-
haps he was abroad part of the time, for he told
Tenison Woods that he had been in France, and he
was fond of reciting French poetry. He was at
Woolwich three years, and left it, whether by request
or by his own free will, without obtaining a com-
mission. Even there he was famous for his escapades.
There is a general consensus that he was a dashing
and high-spirited boy. That dash, those high spirits,
were destined to <get him into trouble. For about the
time that he went to Woolwich, he took to spending
his holidays in Jem Edwards the prize-fighter's boxing
saloon at the Roebuck Inn, Cheltenham, and in Tom
Oliver's training stables out at Prestbury, where he
met some of the most famous sporting personages of
the day. This bore an unexpected fruit when, at the
conclusion of his Woolwich career, he was sent to the
Royal Grammar School at Worcester. For there he
distinguished himself by stealing a mare from her
stable to ride her in the steeplechase. This mare was
the of ten-quoted Lallah Rookh, and the attendant
scandal is believed to have been one of the causes
which sent Gordon out to Australia. He was at the
Worcester Grammar School for a year or more, and
then went back to Cheltenham College for a year.
How a boy with a past, eighteen years old, came to
be readmitted there has not been explained.

A year later, after (as we learn from her own letters)
offering to forfeit his passage if the beautiful Jane
Bridges would marry him, he sailed for Australia and
began the serious part of his life. Hitherto, as his